Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 

in  2012  with  funding  from 

County  of  Sonoma 


http://archive.org/details/lilliantedeschibOOunse 


SONOMA  COUNTY  LIBRARY 


1000  06  355191  0  4 


Bagnanij  Lillian 
Lillian  Tedeschi  Bagnani 
/ 
1995,] 


10000635519104 
CENT 


Wine  Library  Associates  of  Sonoma  County  Oral  History  Series 


Lillian  Tedeschi  Bagnani 


Interviewed  by  Louise  Davis 
January  1989 


Transcription  1992 


All  literary  rights  in  this  manuscript, 
including  the  right  to  publish,  are  reserved  to 
the  Wine  Library  of  Sonoma  County.  No  part 
of  the  manuscript  may  be  quoted  for 
publication  without  written  permission  from 
the  Sonoma  County  Wine  Library,  Center  and 
Piper  Streets,  Healdsburg,  California,  95448. 

Requests  for  permission  to  quote  for 
publication  should  be  addressed  to  the 
Library  and  should  include  identification  of 
the  specific  passages  to  be  quoted,  anticipated 
use  of  the  passages,  and  identification  of  the 
user. 


INTRODUCTION  TO  LILLIAN  TEDESCHI  BAGNANI  ORAL  HISTORY 
INTERVIEW 


This  interview  covers  more  than  history,  it  delineates  a  lifestyle  that  has 
ended.  Lillian  Tedeschi  Bagnani  was  raised  by  Italian  immigrants  on  the 
outskirts  of  Geyserville.  She  talks  about  being  a  child  when  there  wasn't 
much  money  and  you  worked  and  made  what  you  had  —  from  the  small  three 
room  house  to  food  on  the  table  or  the  clothes  on  your  back.  She  talks  about 
the  general  area,  her  marriage  to  William  Bagnani  and  their  relationship  to 
Geyser  Peak  Winery. 

The  interviewer  is  Louise  Davis.  Her  father,  Obed  Bosworth  and  mother, 
Marie  (Glaser)  Bosworth  Beers  were  both  born  to  early  settlers  of  Sonoma 
County.  Her  father  worked  with  his  father  in  their  mercantile  store  in 
Geyserville  for  decades,  with  Marie  joining  Obed  after  their  marriage  (son 
Harry  is  now  the  proprietor  of  Bosworth  and  Son),  here  they  not  only  sold 
goods  but  were  collectors  of  history.  After  Obed's  death  in  1981  at  86,  Louise 
realized  she  had  missed  recording  his  vast  storage  of  information  for  future 
generations  which  sparked  her  intense  interest  in  Geyserville  history.  This 
interview  is  one  of  many  undertaken  to  record  and  save  individual  knowledge 
for  the  future. 


Wine  Library  Associates  of  Sonoma  County  Oral  History  Series 
Lillian  Tedeschi  Bagnani 

Interviewed  by  Louise  Davis 

The  Bagnani  home,  901  Sunset  Drive 

Healdsburg,  California 
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Transcription  by  Gail  Ryan,  Healdsburg  1992 


Louise  Davis: 


Lillian  Bagnani: 


Davis: 
Bagnani: 


I  am  visiting  Lillian  Tedeschi  Bagnani  at  her  home  in 
Healdsburg,  January  2nd,  1989. 

(Conversation  begins  about  Louise's  relatives,  her  mother 
Marie  Bosworth  and  Uncle  Albert  Glaser.) 

Well,  I  have  a  lot  of  questions.  First  well  do  the  Tedeschi 
family  and  then  I'll  ask  you  some  questions  about  the 
Bagnani  family. 

Now,  the  things  I  would  like  to  know  is — when  the 
Tedeschis  first  came  to  Geyserville,  what  their  names 
were,  why  they  came,  where  they  came  from,  where  they 
settled,  how  many  acres  it  was,  whose  property  did  they 
buy,  was  there  a  house  on  it,  or  did  they  build  the  house, 
who  were  your  neighbors,  what  did  you  grow  on  the 
property,  things  like  that.  So  we'll  start  at  the  beginning. 
When  did  the  Tedeschis  first  come,  and  who  were  they? 

It  must  have  been — Louie  was  born  in  1910,  so  it  must 
have  been  1911  when  my  parents  came  up  here.  They 
were  from — my  father  was  working  the  lumber  in,  and  my 
brother  Louie  was  born  in,  Occidental.  And  what  my 
father  did,  he  broke  his  leg  when  the  earthquake  came. 
He  used  to  sit  up  there  on  the  big  wagons,  he  used  to  haul 
bark  and  wood  from  Occidental,  all  those  places. 

Freestone,  Forestville,  Camp  Meeker. 

That's  right,  exactly,  all  of  those,  you  remember  the  first 
Court  House  in  Santa  Rosa,  he  brought  the  lumber  with, 
we  called  it  carro,  it  means  the  big  wagon.  Do  you 
remember  the  big  wagon?  I  don't  see  any  out  there  and 
around  anymore.  I  don't  know  if  you  know  what  I'm 
talking  about. 
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Well,  I've  seen  pictures  of  those  big  wagons. 

Yes,  now  we  have  trucks.  At  that  time  my  father  drove 
that. 

I  don't  know  why  they  decided  to  come  up  this  way.  They 
were  all  there — the  Mazzoni,  Domenichelli,  Barilani, 
Pastori,  all  those,  Lombardi,  those  were  all  came  from  the 
same  town  like  my  father.  And  they  must  have  said — 

What  town  was  that? 

Oh,  God,  the  name  is  Masicarada,  but  I  think  the  name  is 
Posada.  And  they  all  came — you  didn't  question  any  of 
them  (during  your  interviews)?  Like  the  Domenichelli  or 
the  Lombardis — I  don't  think  there's  any  Lombardis  left 
but  Adele,  and  I  don't  know  where  she  lives,  up  north 
someplace.  But  what's  his  name  died  and  his  wife  died 
too,  and  Louie  just  died.  But  Domenichellis,  there's  still 
George  Domenichelli — 

I'm  going  to  be  calling  on  him. 

And  Mazzoni,  Fred  is  gone. 

Anyway,  they  came  and  they  bought  this  little — I  don't 
remember  how  many  acres,  it  was  just  on  this  side  of  the 
road  (Canyon  Road).  So  then  they  bought  the  other  side. 
We  used  to  own  three  hundred  acres.  But  that  wasn't 
when  they  first  came.  How  many,  I  couldn't  tell  you  how 
much,  I'm  sorry.  It  had  all  brush,  but  the  road  was  there 
already.  People  would  hear  the  hammer  and  nails,  but 
they  couldn't  see  them  because  it  was  all  brush.  He 
cleaned  it,  chopped  down.  That's  why  we  always  had 
goats.  You  remember  when  we  always  had  goats? 

Yes. 

Well,  we  always  had  goats,  they  keep  munching, 
munching,  munching  and  they  kill  the  thing.  And  he 
planted,  he  planted  with  help  of  course,  planted  the 
vineyard  we  have  there.  But  when  he  started  out  it  was 
just  wooded. 

First  he  bought  one  side  of  the  road.  What  side  did  he  buy 
first? 

Where  the  house  is  now. 
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That's  the  first  house  where  we  started  out,  when  my 
father  built  the  house,  it  was  three  rooms,  not  three 
bedrooms,  three  rooms.  He  had  a  room  for  him,  and  he 
had  Louie,  and  then  Paul  and  I  came  along,  and  then  she 
stopped  for  six  years,  then  Albi,  Henry  and  Luke,  and 
then  five  years  and  then  August.  And  see,  we  kept  adding 
to  the  house,  when  we  first  started  that  house,  it  was 
three  rooms,  a  little  three  room  house.  And  that's  how  we 
started. 

So  there  was  no  house  on  the  property? 

Oh,  no,  no,  it  was  just  forest,  beyond  it  must  have  been 
the  Stefanis,  I  imagine,  and  the  Glasers  must  have  been 
there,  I  imagine.  Because  there  was  the  road  and  people 
used  to  go  by.  They  couldn't  see  him,  but  they  could  hear 
him  hammering.  And  he  cleared  it  all  out. 

Do  you  have  any  idea  who  he  bought  it  from? 

Cummings.  And  then  on  the  other  side  he  bought  it  from 
Hoffman.  But  that  was  all  Cummings  property.  What  did 
they  call  it?  Rancho — 

Tzabaco. 

The  Tzabaco  Rancho,  that's  right,  that  was  the  Cummings 
property,  yes. 

Well,  Cummings  and  Hoffman  were  related. 

Oh  yeah,  Miss  Cummings  was  a  daughter. 

Martin's  (Hoffman)  mother,  yes,  was  a  Cummings. 

Yes,  a  daughter  of  a  Cummings.  I  didn't  know  him,  but  I 
knew  the  Hoffman's  real  well.  And  I  knew  his  father,  too, 
he  wasn't  from  here,  he  was  different. 

On  that  side,  my  mother  sold  it  and  now  they're  cleaning 
it  up> — 

On  the  north  side. 

Across  from  the  cemetery,  I'll  say.  That  was  Hoffman  that 
sold  to  my  father.  But  the  first  property  was  bought  from 
Cummings.  Oh  yeah,  they  had  so  much  land. 
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When  your  father  came  over  from  Italy,  did  he  come  to 
Occidental? 

No,  I  don't  know  where  he  was  living,  I  knew  they  came  to 
Santa  Rosa.  My  mother  came  in  1907,  and  him,  he  came  a 
little  before.  Because  he  didn't  make  her  come  over. 

They  were  married? 

No,  no.  My  mother  knew  him,  but  she  never  maybe  even 
talked  to  him,  but  she  knew  him  because  it  wasn't  too  far. 
When  she  came  over,  this  woman  that  had  a  store  in 
Santa  Rosa  made  my  mother  come  over.  It  was  1907.  I 
remember  cause  she  always  (talked  about  it).  And  my 
father,  I  wonder  if  any  of  my  brothers  would  know,  if  Luke 
was  here.  He  was  another  one  that  always  had  so  much  he 
knew.  But  the  rest  of  my  brothers,  I  don't  know  if  they 
would  know  when  my  father  came  over.  It  must  have 
been,  maybe,  a  couple  of  years  before.  Well,  anyway,  he 
used  to  go  to  this  woman's  place  (I  think  she  even  had  a 
place  where  she  fed),  and  my  mother  was  there  and  they 
met,  and  they  got  married  in  Santa  Rosa.  That  must  have 
been — Louie  was  born  in  1910,  it  must  have  been  1909. 

So  they  came  over  somewhere  around  1906-1907? 

Oh,  yeah.  My  mother  was  here  1907,  I  remember  her 
saying  that  she  came  over  here  in  1907. 

And  your  father's  name  was? 

Luigi  or  Louie  Tedeschi. 

And  your  mother's  name  was — Orientina  Santini.  That's 
an  interesting  name,  I  have  never  heard  it  before, 
Orientina. 

Orientina,  there  are  very  few,  I  think  I  heard  there  was 
another  woman,  I  don't  know  where  they  grabbed  a  name 
like  that. 

Do  you  have  any  idea  why  they  came  over  to  this  country? 

Oh,  my!  All  the  Italians  come  over  cause  this  was  a  land  of 
gold.  You  would  come  over,  and  you  would  find  gold  in  the 
streets,  but  they  found  out  different.  The  Italians  really 
worked  hard  for  what  they  had,  believe  me.  The  poor,  like 
the  Chianti,  the  Mazzoni,  all  of  those,  those  poor  people 
they  sure  worked  hard  for  their  bread  and  their  little 
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piece  of  land.  My  parents  worked  hard.  My  mother  used  to 
go  down  and  get,  you  don't  know  where  we  got  the  water, 
not  by  Pedroncelli,  but  in  between,  sometimes  she  would 
go  down  and  get  the  water  there  and  pick  it  up.  Can  you 
imagine  having  two  children,  going  down  there  and  get 
that  little  barrel  of  water  and  take  it  up  here?  Boy,  they 
worked  hard,  believe  me.  And  she  lived — see,  work  doesn't 
kill  you  because  she  lived  over  ninety.  My  father  died  in 
Italy,  I  think  he  was  83.  Work  doesn't  kill.  It's  more  if  you 
sit  too  much,  I  think  that  kills  you. 

I  think  you're  right. 

What  else  did  they  grow,  did  they  grow  anything  else 
beside  vineyard? 

They  had  the  family  orchard,  like  the  cherries.  They  had 
apples,  things  like  that,  but  the  main  thing  was  the  vines, 
yes. 

The  orchard  was  mostly  for  their  own  use? 

Oh,  yes.  The  cherries  we  used  to  sell  a  few,  but  mostly  it 
was  a  family  orchard,  and  peaches  and  things  like  that  to 
have  for  the  family. 

Do  you  know,  and  maybe  you  have  answered  this,  when 
they  started  building  that  house? 

I  think- 
About  1917? 

No,  no,  1911.  When  they  built  the  first  three  rooms,  1911. 
Cause  Louie  was  the  only  one  they  had  from  Occidental, 
in  '17, 1  would  have  been  born  already,  I  was  born  in  1914, 
and  Paul,  too.  No,  no,  they  only  had  Louie  and  I  think  it 
was  1911,  I'm  quite  sure. 

And  how  many  times  did  they  add  on  to  it? 

I  still  remember  when  they  had  my  brother  Henry,  and 
Albi  and  us,  so  they  kept  adding  on  and  adding  on.  The 
time  he  added  on,  the  first  time,  I  remember  he  had  three 
carpenters,  I  don't  know  if  you  know  of  them.  One  was 
Parkerson,  then  Van  Amringe  and  who  was  the  other 
one — oh  golly,  this  was  an  Italian.  But  then  this  was  a 
family  house.  When  he  added,  he  made  a  nice  enclosed 
porch  on  both  sides,  and  we  had  three  bedrooms,  the 
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bathroom,  and  it  was  a  real  home.  But  the  first  one  was 
just  three  (rooms)  and  that  was  it  just  three  rooms;  the 
little  kitchen  and  the  two  rooms.  It  didn't  even  have  a 
toilet  in  the  house. 

And  electricity? 

Oh,  electricity  came  way,  way  after.  I  remember  when 
Feldmeyer  put  it  in,  I  wouldn't  tell  you  what  year,  but  he 
did  put  it  in.  I  was  born  in  1914  and  I  think  it  was  around 
before  Albi  was  born — 1918. 

And  Mr.  Feldmeyer  put  it  in. 

Yes,  yes.  He  was  a  real  electrician  that  was  here. 

How  about  telephone? 

Telephone,  we  never  had  it.  We  used  to  run  down,  when 
my  mother  was  having  babies,  my  father  would  run  down 
to  telephone  at  Canata,  where  Pedroncelli's  [Winery]  is 
now.  It  was  [John]  Canata  and  different  people  and  he 
would  run  there.  We  put  in  the  telephone  not  too  long  ago. 
Maybe  if  I  asked  Luke  he  would  remember,  but  I  wouldn't 
say  it  is  over,  gee,  what  would  I  say,  I  know  it's  not  that 
long.  It  was  after  we  were  grown,  but  before  we  never  had 
a  phone. 

So  the  names  of  the  names  of  the  children  of  Orientina 
and  Louie  [Srjwere  Louie — 

Paul,  Lillian,  Albi,  Henry — do  you  know  where  Henry  got 
his  name? 

No. 

You  remember  Henry  Van  Amringe  that  used  to  work  for 
your  father,  or  was  it  your  grandfather? 

Gosh,  I  didn't  know  he  worked  for  my  father  or  my 
grandfather. 

Yes,  his  father  was  the  Van  Amringe  the  dentist  he  was — 

This  is  the  dentist's  son? 

Yes,  right.  His  father  was  the  dentist,  and  my  father  got 
all  his  bridges  from  him,  they  say  he  was  a  good  dentist, 
he  was  before  my  time.  And  Henry  Van  Amringe  used  to 
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work  for  either  your  father  or  your  grandfather.  And  so 
my  father  had  this  boy,  and  "Gee,  we  have  so  many 
names,"  and  it  must  have  been  your  grandfather  that 
said,  "Why  don't  you  call  him  Henry?"  And  that's  how 
Henry  got  his  name,  from  Henry  Van  Amringe. 

For  heaven  sakes. 

Yeah.  And  the  middle  name,  I  think  my  father  put,  it  was 
Peter  or  something.  But  the  first  name  I  always  remember 
he  went  into  Bosworth  Store,  they  were  always  at 
Bosworth  Store,  we  had  our  butcher  and  cook.  You 
wouldn't  go  any  other  place  at  the  time  cause  you  had 
your  horses. 

Then  Luke. 

Yes,  Luke  was  (named  Luke)  cause  my  father's  father's 
name  was  Lucca.  And  the  mother  was  Beatrice,  Beatrice. 
And  then  August,  he  came  in  August,  so  they  named  him 
August.  He's  five  years  and  one  day  younger.  And  Albi  is 
six  years  younger,  so  she  (mother)  stopped  and  then 
started  (having  children)  again. 

And  August  is  the  youngest  one? 

Yes. 

Louie,  you  say  was  married  a  couple  of  times  and 
divorced? 

No.  He  was  married  once,  really  married,  he  was  married 
once,  [to  a  relative  of]  this  John  Grandy  who  had  the 
Velvet  Hammer,  yeah,  I  think  the  last  (name)was  the 
Velvet  Hammer. 

Maybe  so. 

I  was  also  the  person  that  always  stayed  home.  When  I 
went  to  town  I  must  have  been  twelve  years  old  or  maybe 
even  older,  see  my  brother  Louie,  (he  would  have  been 
good  [at  this  interview]  because  he  was  always  with 
people,  go,  always  go.)  But  see,  my  mother,  I  was  the  only 
daughter,  so  she  kept  me.  "You  want  to  go  with  the  other 
boys,  go,  you  stay  home."  And  that  was  it,  I  was  home 
doing  the  work  and  that  was  it,  and  you  don't  become 
developed  like  you  should,  really,  to  go  out  and  see  a  lot  of 
things.  That's  why  I  don't  know  a  lot  of  things,  but — 
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But  I  remember  Henry  Van  Amringe.  That's  how  Henry 
got  his  name.  And  Henry  didn't  know  how  he  got  his 
name,  I  told  him  one  day,  "Do  you  know  how  you  got  your 
name?  Father  went,  and  he  and  mother  had  just  had  you," 
and  I  think  it  must  have  been  your  father,  cause  what  is 
Henry?  He's  not  sixty  yet.  He  certainly  is  sixty,  it's  August 
that  will  be,  August  will  be  sixty  this  year.  And  Luke  will 
be  sixty-five.  So  they're  going  to  have  a  something,  a 
party.  Every  year  he  has  a  little  party,  years  ago  they  had 
an  accordion.  But  he  said,  "Next  year  you'll  be  sixty  and 
I'll  be  sixty-five."  Hoping  they'll  get  there,  as  you  never 
can  say  tomorrow,  so  they're  going  to  have  a  nice  party. 

That's  good. 

So  Henry  is — 1922  was  he  born?  How  old  would  that  make 
him— 67. 

My  grandfather  was  still  around  in  1922. 

It  would  be  your  grandfather,  not  your  father. 

Who  did  Paul  marry? 

Paul  married  Louise  Giubilo,  she  was  from  around  here, 
and  her  father  was  a  scavenger  (trash  collector). 

She  was  from  Healdsburg? 

Yeah,  she  was  from  here.  They  were  from  Oakland, 
originally.  See,  the  father  was  the  scavenger,  he  came 
over  here  and  he  was  a  scavenger.  And  he  married  Delia 
Maggiora. 

I  know  a  Robert  Maggiora. 

No,  that's  not  the  one. 

Not  the  same  one.  They  live  in  Santa  Rosa. 

Her  husband  was  from  here,  his  brother  used  to  live  in 
Santa  Rosa,  but  I  think  the  brother  is  dead. 

Did  Albi  marry? 

Albi  married  Lee,  his  second  wife  is  Lee. 
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Do  you  know  what  her  maiden  name  was? 

No. 

Do  you  know  if  she  was  local  or  not? 

No,  she  was  from  Oklahoma. 

And  Henry  wife's  name  was? 

Scalese.  You  don't  know  any  of  the  Scaleses.  It  has  an  "e", 
Italian  it  should  have  an  "i",  but  it  has  an  "eM. 

No,  but  I've  heard  the  name. 

And  Luke  never  married,  and  August  never  married. 

He  (Luke)  takes  out  this  woman  from  the  hospital.  I  don't 
know  if  you  know  her.  She  works  at  the  hospital  here, 
Olga  Rochioli. 

Did  he  used  to  date  Pat  Barton? 

Pat  Barton,  yes  and  no.  They  were  good  friends,  but  it 
wasn't  really — you  know  Pat  Barton? 

Yeah,  I  used  to  know  all  the  Barton  family.  They  lived  in 
Geyserville  and  used  to  go  to  church  and  stuff. 

Oh,  boy,  to  church.  To  church  for  eating  a  lot  of  cookies 
and  for  sweets.  That's  why  most  of  them  have  diabetes. 

And  Albi  you  say  was  married  to  Joan  Barton? 

Joan  Barton,  yes.  Now,  he  married  Lee.  But  they  never 
were  too  much — family.  The  Byrds  were  from  around 
here.  They  had  ten  or  twelve  children. 

So,  Lee  was  a  Byrd? 

Byrd  was  her  husband. 

Oh. 

No,  I  don't  know  her  [maiden  name].  Maybe  if  I  asked, 
maybe  they'll  tell  me.  I  know  she's  from  Oklahoma  cause 
they  still  go  back  to  visit  her  mother.  Her  father  just 
passed  away  not  too  long  ago. 


WLASC  Oral  History  Series 


Davis: 


Bagnani: 


Davis: 
Bagnani: 


Davis: 
Bagnani: 

Davis: 
Bagnani: 


Davis: 
Bagnani: 
Davis: 
Bagnani: 


10 

And  you  say  that  Joanne  left  Albi  because  she  was  afraid 
there  was  going  to  be  an  earthquake,  and  she  went  back 
to  Oregon? 

Oh,  yes,  she  wanted  to  take  all  of  us  away.  She  said,  you 
know,  we  all  should  go  together,  I  don't  know  if  maybe  I 
still  have  the  letters.  How  frightened  she  was!  She  took 
her  little  car  and  took  everything  she  could  and — 

How  many  children  did  they  have? 

They  have  three.  Beth  is  the  one  in  Oregon,  she  is  married 
to  a  teacher,  she  became  a  teacher  finally.  She  had  this 
little  girl  that  she  adopted,  she's  so  darling.  You  know,  so 
full  of  love,  some  kids  are  so  full  of  love.  And  they  wanted 
kids  so  badly.  So,  finally  they  have  this  little  girl. 

Maybe  I  have  put  them  away,  if  I  still  have  them  here,  111 
show  you  the  little  girl's  picture.  (Looks  for  photos) 

And  this  is  Sharon's  two  little  boys  and  Sharon. 

Aren't  they  cute.  And  this  is  whose  daughter? 

Beth,  Albi's  first  daughter.  Beth's  daughter,  Albi's 
grandaughter. 

Oh,  this  is  Albi's  daughter's  daughter. 

Yes,  granddaughter.  And  this  is  Albi's  second  daughter. 
She  used  to  work  in  San  Francisco  before  she  got  married, 
she  got  married  twice.  Now  she's  married  to  a  lawyer,  he's 
kind  of  older,  but  they  get  along  fine.  She  was  a  court 
reporter,  this  is  Sharon.  Her  name  was  in  the  Geyserville 
paper  when  she  finished  (high  school),  she  had  high 
honors.  Then  they  had  Robin,  Albi,  he  has  Robin,  he  just 
left  to  go  in  the  Air  Corps. 

They  were  all  by  Joan? 

Oh,  yes. 

He  had  no  children  by  Lee? 

They've  only  been  married  a  very  few  years,  she  has  three 
of  her  own,  but  they — no. 


Davis: 


Well,  Joan's  family  lives  in  Oregon,  doesn't  it? 
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Oh,  yes.  Her  father  and  mother  and  all  the  children.  I 
think  they  are  all  up  there  now. 

I  know  that  Jack  was  up  there.  That's  one  of  her  brothers. 

I'm  trying  to  find  out  what  did  they  do  for  a  living?  Now, 
Louie  used  to  work  for  my  dad — what  else  did  he  do? 

Well,  he  worked  like  that. 

Just  kind  of  worked  around  for  people? 

Exactly.  He  wasn't  a  bad  person,  but  how  would  you  call  a 
person  that  didn't  think  about  tomorrow?  You  know,  just 
(about)  today,  he  wasn't  a  bad  person,  but  as  I  said,  when 
he  died,  if  he  wouldn't  have  had  my  brothers — my  brother 
Luke  and  August  took  him  in,  cause  it  was  really 
everyone's  house.  But  Luke  and  August  was  the  one  that 
bought  the  thing  from  my  mother.  But  they  took  him  in, 
and  when  he  died  they  did  everything  for  him.  What 
would  you  call  a  person,  happy-go-lucky?  That  you  don't 
think  about  tomorrow,  and  that's  it,  he  was  a  good  person. 

So  he  just  kind  of  had  odd  jobs,  here  and  there. 

That's  right.  He  worked  in  farms,  and  he  worked  for 
Saylors,  you  remember  Saylors? 

The  market. 

Yeah,  he  worked  at  the  market.  He  worked  in  Healdsburg 
for  Scalese.  He  was  good.  He  was  a  little  rough.  Like  when 
he  worked  for  your  father,  Louie  was  so  nervous.  But  he 
was  good  for  that.  But  he  was  good. 

And  Paul?  What  did  Paul  do? 

When  he  died,  he  was  working  at  the  lumber  yard. 

Which  lumber  yard? 

You  know,  what  is  it  called? 

Rounds? 

That's  right. 

Rounds,  up  by  Asti. 
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Him  and  Albi  used  to  go  up  together. 

So,  Albi  worked — 

Albi  worked  for  Rounds,  but  he  left  it  when  my  husband 
died.  He  came  and  worked  for  us. 

So  he  worked  on  the  ranch. 

No,  no,  he  was  a  wine  man. 

You're  talking  about  at  Bill's  winery. 

Oh,  yes,  Albi  was  a  wine  man,  he  did  everything.  We  were 
sure  glad  to  have  him.  He's  very  intelligent,  he  did 
different  things — it  was  very  good. 

What  did  Henry  do? 

He  was  a  scavenger. 

Now,  what  do  you  mean  by  a  scavenger? 

You  go  out  and  pick  up — you  don't  have  a  scavenger  here 
in  Healdsburg? 

I  don't  know. 

A  fellow  with  a  big  truck,  you  don't  call  them  that 
anymore — 

Fellow  that  buys  second  hand? 

Not  scavenger  anymore,  what's  the  fancy  name  for  them? 

Not  a  garbage  collector? 

That's  what  it  is,  they  don't  call  them  that  any  more, 
engineer  something — (Sanitary  Engineer).  He's  retired 
now.  But  it  was  Oakland  where  he  worked.  He  bought, 
you  have  to  buy  the  shares,  and  he  was  lucky,  he  did  it 
and  he  made  good,  yes  he  did  good. 

And  Luke? 

He  has  two  kids.  (They  are  both  retired.)  Luke  worked  for 
us  for  a  while  in  the  winery,  also.  But  before  he  used  to 
rent  the  ranch,  the  40  to  60,  he  had  quite  a  few  ranches, 
but  then  you  see,  he  worked  for  us,  and  finally  he  retired. 
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August,  got  a  early  retirement,  he  was  a  Champagne 
maker  at  Christian  Brothers.  But  his  back  was  bothering 
him  and  they  operated  on  his  back.  And  he  went  on  for 
quite  a  while,  and  one  day  they  said  they  were  going  to  do 
the  second  operation  and  he  didn't  want  to  do  it.  He  said, 
"No,  one  is  enough,"  so  they  gave  him  a  medical  discharge. 

Where  do  they  all  live  now? 

Albi  has  his  house,  down  there  by  Chiquita  by  the 
Burgress'.  Do  you  know  where  the  Burgress'  are  on 
Chiquita? 

And  you're  talking  about  Chiquita  Road? 

Yes,  Chiquita  is  what  we  always  say. 

I  don't  know. 

Henry  lives  in  Thompson  Ave.  in  Hayward,  Albi  Chiquita, 
and  Luke  and  August  Canyon  Road. 

Do  they  still  live  in  the  same  house? 

Oh,  yes. 

The  old  family  house? 

Yes.  You're  not  going  to  go  over  and  pay  them  a  visit? 

Oh,  I  might  sometime. 

Yeah,  call  them  and  do. 

Oh,  I  might  sometime,  cause  they're  both  retired,  and  they 
both  work  on  the  family  ranch. 

You  have  to  phone  them,  because  fishing,  hunting — in  the 
morning  they  get  up  and  go  into  town  and  have  breakfast. 
The  house  is  there  and  they  like  their  home,  but  they're 
not  there  much.  They  have  so  many  places  where  they 
are. 

And  they  still  keep  up  a  vineyard? 

They  sold  most  of  it.  Oh,  no  they  sold  most  of  it  to  the 
Richwagons.  You've  heard  about  the  Richwagons? 


Davis: 


That's  the  name,  Richwagon'i 
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Oh,  yeah. 

I've  never  heard  the  name. 

In  Italian,  carrato — rich.  By  the  way,  they're  from  Marin 
County,  and  she  works — one  of  those  people  that  make  X- 
rays  for  people  in  the  hospital.  And  before,  she  was  going 
from  here  to  down  in  Marin  County,  and  now  she  goes  to 
Vallejo.  She  has  the  same  job,  God,  I  don't  know  how  she 
does  it! 

Where  do  they  live? 

They  live  right  by  Luke  and  August,  you  know  where  the 
cemetery  is? 

Yes. 

Right  up  on  that  hill.  First,  they  put  like  a  mobile  home 
and  then  they  fixed  it  up,  they  have  a  nice  home.  We 
walked,  yesterday  we  walked  as  far  as  there. 

Between  the  old  house  and  the  cemetery.  Is  that  where 
the  new  pillars  are,  with  the  great  big  gate,  with  rock? 

No,  that's  the  Mariani  place.  When  you  get  over  there 
further  (on  Canyon  Road),  there  is  that  place  at  the  left, 
that's  where  you  go  to  Richwagons,  right  in  back  of  the 
cemetery. 

That's  right,  the  Mariani  place  is  on  the  other  side  of  the 
cemetery  (east). 

The  Mariani  place,  is  some  people  from  South  San 
Francisco,  they  are  very  good  friends  with  Luke  and 
August,  very  good  friends.  They  have  stock,  animals,  Luke 
and  August  go  up  and  feed  them  when  the  people  can't 
come  up  from  the  city.  They  still  work,  they're  kind  of 
younger  people.  But  it's  going  to  be  like  a  retirement  place 
for  them.  They're  going  to  build  a  house. 

So  there's  no  house  there  now? 

No,  not  a  real  house.  A  mobile  home  or  something  to  sleep 
there.  But  they  are  planning  on  building  a  nice  home. 


Davis: 


Where  was  your  vineyard?  Was  it  between  the  cemetery 
and  the  house? 
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Oh,  yes  all  over. 

And  behind  the  house? 

Even  across  the  (road),  remember  the  big  hill?  That  was 
all  planted  in  vines.  The  other  big  hill — 

On  the  other  side — 

All  of  them,  they  were  all  planted  in  vines.  And  on  that 
side  was  all  vines.  They  let  a  lot  of  them  go. 

Then  what  do  August  and  Luke  still  own?  Just  the  house? 

Eleven  acres,  yeah. 

And  all  the  rest  has  been  sold? 

They  don't  even  have — Luke  used  to  have  steers,  and 
animals  and  a  lot  of  chickens,  but  now  his  only — he  wants 
to  get  rid  of  everything.  Because  he  said,  when  they  go  he 
can  stay  weeks  away,  cause  they  camp,  they  go  up  in 
Oregon  and  they  don't  want  to  have  to  worry  about  the 
animals,  but  they're  retired. 

So  who  bought  the  property  on  the  north  side  of  Canyon 
Road? 

On  the  other  side,  across  (the  road).  Well,  when  my 
mother  sold,  she  sold  it  to  this  woman,  her  name  was 
Rin— 

Rindi  (sp)? 

Rindi  (sp),  she  was  a  Baha'i.  Then  she  sold  it  to  so  many 
different  people,  that  I  don't  know  who  owns  it  now.  But  I 
know  the  girl  that  lives  up  there,  she  brought  down  some 
cookies  to  them  (Luke  &  August),  she  went  over  with  her 
boyfriend.  I  don't  know  if  you  know  Angelina  Sbragia?  She 
used  to  be  a  Jones.  Do  you  know  the  Jones? 

No,  I  know  a  couple  of  the  Sbragias.  But — 

Which  do  you  know? 

I  went  to  school  with  Janet,  she  lived  south  of  Geyserville. 
Down  by,  before  you  got  to  Lytton.  The  freeway  took  the 
house. 
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When  you  go  down  from  here,  her  father  lives  on  that 
side. 

I  think  she  did  tell  me  her  father  lived  here. 

And  he  married  this  Angelina.  And  this  girl  that  took 
some  cookies  to  Luke  and  August  was  Angelina's 
daughter,  but  not  his.  Well,  I  don't  know  who  owns  it  now. 
Luke  and  August  could  tell  you  a  lot  of  things  I  don't 
know. 

When  did  she  sell  it? 

I  was  married  already  when  she  sold  it — she  sold  it  for 
nothing!  She  was  there,  the  boys  were — they  couldn't 
make  a  living  (on  the  property).  Now,  if  you  have  land  you 
are  a  millionaire.  But  they  couldn't  make  a  living. 

The  boys,  August  was  at  Christian  Brothers,  Luke  was 
working,  he  would  get  ranches  of  his  own  and  get  50-60, 
like  Kellogg's  Ranch.  The  woman  down  in  Dry  Creek  that 
killed  herself,  I  forget  her  name.  She  had  ranches  all  over. 
And  so  she  was  there,  and  she  said,  "I'm  going  to  sell  it." 
So  she  sold  it  to  this  woman,  (she  was  a  Baha'i),  for 
$15,000.  Now,  who  knows  what  they  want!  You  know  the 
Mariani  place,  that  has  the  pillar?  Mariani  bought  it.  My 
father  had  to  loan  him  money,  not  that  my  father  had  it, 
but  he  knew  this  other  fellow — $6000!  Now  this  fellow 
came  up  from  the  city,  and  he  paid  $200,000,  can  you 
imagine?  Can  you  imagine,  when  you  think  about  this, 
people  that  didn't  remember  things  like  this,  say,"Humm," 
but  I  can't  see  it — paying  $6000.  Can  you  imagine  a 
person  at  that  time,  some  of  them  did,  that  bought  land 
and  land  and  land,  you  would  be  a  millionaire  and  a  half! 

What  other  families  in  the  area  are  your  related  to? 

We're  related  to  the  Pigonis,  my  mother  was  related  to  the 
Pigonis.  Ray  and  his  wife,  and  Amelia  Pelanconi  and 
Josephine  Fredson.  They  are  all  from  the  same  people. 
Pigoni's  father  and  Josephine  Fredson  and  Amelia's 
mothers  were  sisters — sister  and  brother,  oh  my.  (laughs) 

Say  that  once  more  time. 

Amelia  Pelanconi's  mother,  Mary,  was  a  sister  to  Paul 
Pigoni,  Raymond  Pigoni's  father.  I  hope  I  have  it  right 
finally! 
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And  how  is  that  related  to  the  Tedeschis? 

Well,  my  mother  and  these  two  people  here  were  first 
cousins.  Their  mothers  were  sisters.  Mary  Trusendi 
Pigoni's,  the  old  man  Pigoni  and  my  mother's  mother  were 
sisters.  And  on  my  father's  side,  the  Marianis  were 
cousins. 

The  same  Marianis  that  lived  next  door? 

Yes.  Those  were  the  Marianis  that  were  my  father's 
relatives. 

Do  you  know  how  your  father  was  related  to  the 
Mariani's? 

I  think  his  mother,  Beatrice,  my  grandmother  didn't  have 
any  brothers  or  sisters,  I  can  remember  his  saying  that.  It 
must  have  been,  his  father  Lucca  that  was  the  field  man 
of  the  Mariani's  mother's  brother.  I  think  that's  what  it 
was.  I  know  that  it  was  a  brother  and  sister.  But  I  can't 
remember  really  clearly.  I  know  it  wasn't  his  mother,  my 
father's  mother,  Beatrice,  was  from  a  well-do  family.  I 
know  she  didn't  have  any  brothers  or  sisters,  I  never 
heard  that  she  had  brothers  or  sisters.  It  must  have  been 

his  father. 1  don't  know  if  her  last  name  was  Tedeschi 

before  she  was  married,  this  Philomena  Mariani.  I  can't 
tell  you.  I  know  they  were  brother  and  sister,  but  I  can't 
tell  you  which  it  was.  Maybe  I  will  find  out.  I  should  have 
a  piece  of  paper  here  and  write  all  these  things  I  can't 
answer. 

Isn't  it  amazing  how  many  things  this  makes  you  think 
about? 

(Writing)  You  haven't  gone  to  any  of  the  Marianis?  Like 
Angelo,  Harlan? 

They  might  be  able  to  help? 

I  wonder  if  they  know.  Some  times — We're  not  like  my 
father-in-law  and  your  father  (Obed  Bosworth).  They  jot 
everything  down,  that's  wonderful.  Like  Gloria  said,  when 
she  went  to  school,  when  she  went  to  junior  college,  (she 
went  to  a  lot  of  different  schools,  like  Empire,)  anyway  one 
of  the  teachers  told  them  that  they  should  jot  everything 
down,  not  only  for  your  own  information  but  for  your 
children  and  your  grandchildren.  So  the  paper  is  always 
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there.  Like  my  father-in-law — we  find  books  everywhere 
with  like  that  certain  day  there  was  frost — you  know  it  is 
very  educational,  very  interesting  to  jot  down  things.  But 
we  never  had  the  habit,  we  just  go  on. 

Tell  me  what  some  of  your  childhood  memories  were 
Lillian.  What  was  it  like  growing  up  there  on  Canyon 
Road?  What  are  the  things  that  you  remember?  Where  did 
you  go  to  school? 

My  first  school  was  Canyon.  Canyon  School,  and  then  I 
came  to  Geyserville  School.  I  didn't  go  to  high  school. 

You  didn't  go  to  high  school  at  all?  You  were  at  home? 

Yes. 

How  many  years  did  you  go  to  Canyon  School? 

I  can't  remember — 

Did  you  go  until  it  closed? 

Well,  they  closed  it,  and  we  had  to  move  on  and  go  to 
Geyserville.  I  used  to  walk,  I  used  to  walk  to  the  cemetery 
and  then  down  to  Geyserville.  Cause  at  first  they  wouldn't 
take  us  on  the  bus. 

Why  wouldn't  they  take  you  on  the  bus? 

Well  I  don't  know  if  it  was  too  crowded.  I  know  there  was 
a  reason  that  they  would  not  take  us.  So  I  used  to  walk  to 
the  cemetery  and  then  down  to  the  school.  And  then  come 
back,  for  quite  a  time  I  did  that,  walked  back  and  forth. 

Who  were  some  of  your  classmates  at  Canyon  School? 

Emma,  no  I  don't  think  Emma  was  with  me  at  school.  She 
was  with  me  at  school,  but  she  wasn't  in  my  grade.  I  think 
Mary,  her  sister,  was. 

Mary  who? 

I  think  she's  a  Simmons  now.  I  can't  be  sure. 

What  was  her  maiden  name? 

Her  name  was  Buchignani.  All  the  Buchignanis  came  to 
that  school. 
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You  know  I  can't  remember.  Isn't  it  amazing  that  I  can't 
remember  one  person  that  was  in  my  grade. 

Well,  there  probably  weren't  many  in  your  grade  in 
Canyon  School. 

There  must  have  been  somebody,  I  wasn't  alone,  I'm  sure. 

Who  were  some  of  the  other  kids  at  Canyon  School  that 
weren't  in  your  grade? 

We  used  to  have  a  picture  of  the  Canyon  School,  with  my 
brother,  Louie.  I  wish  I  could  find  it. 

Who  was  your  teacher  at  Canyon? 

Well,  we  had  more  than  one,  I  think  the  last  one  was  Mrs. 
Deihl.  I  think  her  first  name  was  Ulele.  We  had  so  many 
teachers,  and  now  I  can  only  remember  one.  We  had 
another  teacher  whose  husband  was  killed  in  an  airplane, 
I  can't  remember  her  name. 

How  many  years  did  you  go  to  Geyserville  School? 

I  went  through  to  the  eighth. 

I  mean  when  did  you  start? 

From  the  fourth.  I  remember  who  was  with  me  there  like 
Bob  Meyer,  Florence  McPherson,  (her  son  Dick  Dilworth,) 
she  was  in  my  class.  Who  else  was  in  my  class?  (Goes  to 
look  for  a  book.) 

Angela  Damiano — 

— Leland  Black,  if  only  I  could  find  that  picture! 

And  you  graduated.  Can  you  remember  what  year  you 
graduated? 

I  didn't  finish.  I  went  into  the  eighth,  but  I  didn't  finish. 

You  didn't  finish  the  eighth? 

No,  I  got  sick.  I  was  sick  and  so  I  didn't  go  back.  I  was,  my 
life  at  home  was  okay,  but  I  just  worked  and  that  was  it.  I 
didn't  have  many  outgoing  (things).  And  it  got  me,  you 
know,  you  can't  develop  normally  that  way,  so  I  got  sick 
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and  I  didn't  go  back.  It  was  just  terrible,  but  that  was  the 
way  it  was,  if  I  had  the  courage  like  Josephine  Del  Sarto 
(to  return  to  high  school  and  graduate)  that  was  so 
beautiful.  It  was  so  beautiful.  Did  you  see  the  woman  here 
in  Healdsburg,  she  was  what? 

Ninety  something. 

What  courage! 

To  graduate? 

Yes,  I  think  that's  so  wonderful. 

When  did  your  father  leave?  How  old  were  you  when  your 
father  left? 

I  was  old  and  grown  by  then. 

He  was  always  at  home  when  you  (were  growing  up)? 


Your  father  used  to  say  that? 

Yes,  that  there  was  no  better  place  than  here.  Then  all  at 
once,  he  just  wanted  to  leave.  He  went  to  San  Francisco, 
and  he  came  back  one  day  and  got  the  money  we  had  at 
the  bank,  it  was  under  his  name,  and  he  left!  He  left  and 
he  never  came  back.  That  was  it,  and  he  died. 

Did  you  know  that  he  was  never  going  to  come  back  when 
he  left? 

Yes,  we  knew  he  wasn't  going  to  come  back  when  he  left, 
he  just  left. 

It  must  have  been  awfully  hard  on  your  mother? 

I  think  his  mind  wasn't  well.  Cause  he  used  to  complain 
about  different  things,  because  he  would  never  have  done 
that  otherwise. 

But  you  were  all  grown  by  then? 

Oh,  yes. 

And  you  were  married  already  by  then  too? 
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You  were  still  at  home? 

I  was  grown  though.  I  wasn't  a  baby.  I  must  have  been  in 
my  twenties. 

If  you  stayed  at  home  so  much,  how  did  you  meet  Bill — 
Bagnani? 

He  was  my  neighbor.  Bill  Bagnani  became  my  neighbor — 
right  there. 

You  mean  when  they  had  the — 


They  had  the  Geyser  Peak  Winery  and  we  had  the  home 
right  there.  And  his  father  always  used  to  come  over  to 
buy — cause  we  had  cows.  Before  I  went  to  school  I  always 
used  to  milk  thirteen  goats  and  I  had  the  cows.  My  mother 
made  cheese,  and  his  father  loved  that,  and  he  would 
come  over.  And  we  met  the  family,  and  that's  how  we  met. 

When  were  you  married?  In  1951. 

Yeah. 

Oh,  I  was  going  to  bring  a  picture  along  to  show  you.  But  I 
forgot  all  about  it.  I  have  this  very  fond  memory  of  Bill,  I 
was  a  senior  in  high  school,  and  my  class  sold  the  most 
year  books.  And  I  was  the  Queen  candidate  for  my  class 
that  year.  Fred  Adams  was  the  King  candidate,  and  my 
class  won.  So  the  two  of  us  were  crowned  King  and  Queen 
of  the  Junior-Senior  Prom.  And  Bill,  your  husband,  Bill, 
crowned  me. 

Is  that  right!  I  don't  remember  that. 

You  must  have  been  married,  if  you  were  married  in  '51. 
And  I  remember  that  he  kissed  me.  I  have  this  picture,  my 
brother  took  a  picture  of  (us)  up  on  the  stage,  the  high 
school  stage,  he  kissed  me  as  he  crowned  me.  And  I  was 
going  to  bring  that.  Because  I  was  so  flustered,  because  I 
was  about  seventeen  years  old,  and  to  be  kissed  by  Bill 
Bagnani  in  front  of  all  these  people,  it  was  just  almost 
overwhelming  for  me. 

(Chuckles)  He  also  had  the  Glamorettes,  you  remember 
the  girls  he  used  to  teach?  He  was  very  in  to  athletics.  You 
remember  the  girls  that  he  had? 
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He  used  to  teach  them  baseball  and  all  of  that.  They  used 
to  be  called  the  Glamorettes.  That  was  before  we  were 
married. 

And  that  was  before  I  was  in  high  school.  Were  they  high 
school  girls? 

Oh,  yes. 

Well,  that  was  before  (my  time),  you  were  married  in  '51 
and  I  didn't  start  high  school  until  '51.  Do  you  remember 
any  of  the  girls?  This  was  a  team  that  he  coached? 

Oh,  yeah.  I'm  sure  there  must  be  pictures  of  it — I  don't 
have  any,  but  I  don't  remember,  you  see  it  was  before  he 
married  me.  You  know,  golfing,  he  always  went  golfing, 
my  piano  is  still  full  of  his  trophies.  And  he  liked  to  go  out 
and  teach  like  that.  He  would  have  been  a  good  teacher. 

Yeah.  What  can  you  tell  me  about  his  family.  Do  you  have 
any  idea  when  they  came  over?  When  they  came  to  the 
Geyserville  area? 

I  think  that — gee,  all  at  once  my  mind  becomes  blank.  I 
should  know.  I  think  they  were  married  when  she  came 
over.  He  came  over  before. 

This  was  Bill's  father,  Guiseppe.  What  was  his  mother's 
name? 

Rose,  Rosie. 

You  don't  have  any  idea  what  her  maiden  name  was? 

Freza. 

And  she  was  born  in  Italy? 

Yes. 

And  he  was  also  born  in  Italy? 

Oh,  yes.  But  he  came  before.  And  I  don't  know,  I  think 
that  they  were  married — I  don't  think  that  they  were 
married  over  there — gee,  I  know  I've  heard  it. 
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Do  you  have  any  idea  when  either  one  of  them  died, 
Guiseppe  or  Rosa? 

I  should  know  Rosa,  cause  she  died,  what  year  did  Bill  die, 
'60? 

'66. 

And  she  must  have  been  sick  (quite  a  while),  cause  I  used 
to  take  the  flowers  all  the  time  and  sit  up  there.  I  think 
she  died  four  years  afterwards.  I  think  she  must  have — 

About  1970  then? 

Yeah,  I  think  so,  because  I  know  I  looked  at  that  place 
(cemetery)  the  other  day,  I  know  cause  I  go  with  my  son. 
Because  I  have  six  (to  visit)  and  it's  just  too  much  for  me. 

Which  cemetery? 

Here  in  Healdsburg.  And  I  looked  at  it,  and  I  said,  "When 
Louise  comes,  I'll  have  to  remember."  And  I  think  that 
when  she  died,  it  was  four  years  afterwards,  she  was 
living  with  me,  she  lived  with  us. 

Where  were  you  living  then? 

Up  at  the  big  house  at  Geyser  Peak  that  they  burned.  You 
remember  the  big,  big  home? 

Oh,  barely.  They  burned  it? 

Oh,  yes.  They  had  told  us — when  we  sold  it  to  Schlitz — 
they  told  us  they  wouldn't  change  anything.  And  a  lot  of 
women  from  town  got  mad.  Because — Why  not  leave  it 
just  to  show  it,  it  was  like  something  that  always  was  here 
for  who  knows  how  many  years.  Before  the  winery,  the 
place  was  a  cannery.  Who  knows  the  year! 

Walden  Cannery. 

Yes,  that's  right.  Then  LeBaron,  remember,  got  it,  and  I 
know  my  father  worked  for  [Oscar]  LeBaron  for  a  little 
while.  Years  and  years  ago.  But  they  took  it  down  and 
they  burned  it.  And  they  had  promised  us  that  they 
wouldn't  change — 
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Who  knows!  It  was  way  in  the  '80's. 

Before  the  Bagnani's  got  it? 

Oh  God,  way,  way  before,  it  was  in  the  1880's. 

So,  maybe  the  Walden's  built  it? 

It  could  be.  I  couldn't  say  because  you  know  here  I  was 
living  not  too  far  (away)  and  I  didn't  even  know  that  once 
it  was  a  packing  house — 

Cannery — 

— cannery,  this  girl  comes  to  me,  and  she  said,  "We  used 
to  camp  up  there,  us  girls,  and  we  used  to  work  in  the 
cannery."  And  I  didn't  even  know  it  was  a  cannery.  See,  I 
should  have  known  living  so  close,  it  was  a  cannery 
before. 

Do  you  know  whether  the  Waldens  sold  it  to  the 
Bagnanis? 

Oh,  no  I  should  say  not.  There  was  Ciocca  Dondero  in- 
between.  Let's  see  if  I  can  get  this  picture  down.  (Gets 
picture)  And  the  Bagnanis  got  it  from  them. 

Oh,  my  gosh,  (looking  at  picture) 

These  were  buttons,  my  father-in-law  in  19—,  I  forget 
when,  he  had  a  button  factory,  and  these  are  still  his 
buttons. 

So  those  were  the  people. 

Ciocca  Lombardi. 

Is  this  one  name?  A  first  name?  Ciocca. 

(Takes  picture  down)  We  should  have  more  light. 

Ciocca  Lombardi  Company. 

And  Dondero.  I  think  that  when  we  bought  it,  not  we  (the 
Bagnani),  Lombardi  wasn't  in  it  anymore.  It  was  Dondero. 
I  don't  know  why  Dondero  isn't  there,  he  must  have  come 
in  later. 
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Oh,  no — 

It  was  a  winery? 

— yes,  they  had  a  distillery.  I'll  show  you  the  distillery. 
(Gets  another  photo.)  Lombardi  wasn't  in  it  any  more,  just 
Ciocca  and  Dondero,  I  don't  know  when  they  made  that. 

And  you  are  saying  that  all  there  was,  was  the  distillery 
building  that  is  in  the  painting? 

No,  no  there  was  a  whole  winery.  When  they  bought  it, 
there  was  a  whole  winery.  And  left  of  the  distillery  was 
only  that  part  that  looks  like  an  outhouse.  A  year  came, 
this  certain  year,  they  had  sent  her  out,  Sanders,  and 
everyone  wanted  to  get  a  picture.  And  we  thought  she 
would  get  a  nice  picture.  Instead  she  picked  that  one,  the 
little  outhouse!  And  then  they  took  it  down. 

You  said  it  had  square  nails? 

Yes,  it  had  square  nails. 

It  was  built  way  back  in  the  1880's.  You  have  no  idea  who 
built  it. 

Oh,  no.  Your  father  would  have  known  things  like  that. 
But  you  know  what  he  told  me  once,  that  he  used  to  drop 
in  for  dancing  at  the  barn.  The  barn  had  the  hayloft,  and 
he  used  to  dance  in  there,  your  father.  I'm  sure  he  must 
have  picked  things  (up)  cause  he  was  real  intelligent.  You 
want  to  know  something,  go  to  Obed  Bosworth. 

What  year  did  the  Bagnanis  buy  it  from  Dondero? 

Gee,  I  think  it  was  1925  (?).  If  Millie  (Howie)  would  have 
brought  what  they  have,  I  bet  it  would  have  when  they 
bought  it. 

I  bet  they  do,  too.  Did  the  Bagnanis  build  any  buildings 
there? 

They  made  all  those  Mexican  houses,  remember  the 
Mexican  houses?  That  had  everything  for  them?  During 
War  time  there  was  a  law  that  if  you  wanted  the 
Mexicans — and  so  they  built  those. 
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That's  right,  so  they  built  the  office,  no  they  didn't  built 
the  office,  it  was  a  little  house  they  had  for  the  workers.  I 
don't  remember  them  building  any  winery  building.  When 
we  had  it,  it  was  just  a  little — after  Schlitz  got  it,  have  you 
ever  gone  there  at  night?  It  looks  like  a  monastery,  it's 
beautiful. 

Bagnani  sold  it  to  Schlitz? 

Oh,  yes.  They  spent  millions,  Schlitz  spent  millions. 

Who  owns  it  now? 

Schlitz  sold  it  to  Stroh  Brewery,  and  now  Trione. 

Trione,  that's  right.  And  he's  the  one  that  wants  to  built 
that  hotel  or  something  like  that. 

That's  right.  Up  there  in  the  hill. 

Where  did  you  live  with  Bill? 

Up  there  in  the  big  house. 

All  the  time. 

I  always  lived  there  in  the  big  house. 

And  you  had  three  children.  Which  is  the  oldest? 

Gloria,  then  William,  Bill. 

Was  that  a  junior? 

Junior's  okay,  because — 

Or  did  they  have  different  middle  names? 

Their  middle  names  were  different,  his  father's  name  was 
Anton  and  Billy's  instead  is  Joseph  like  his  grandfather's. 

And  the  third  one  was? 

Robert  Adler. 

And  he  was  killed  in  an  auto  accident. 
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A  drunk  hit  him,  he  was — see  he  didn't  live  with  me,  he 
was  living  in  Santa  Rosa.  He  went  to  school  in  Colorado. 
When  you  get  into  an  accident — when  you  remake  cars, 
get  their  fenders  scraped,  what  are  those  people  called? 

Body  shop. 

That's  the  word.  He  had  gone  to  Colorado  for  the  Body 
Shop,  but  it  was  too  hard  for  him.  So  he  was  going  to  go 
back  to  junior  college  and  was  living  in  Santa  Rosa.  And 
he  had  come  up  here,  he  had  gone  to  Lampsons,  and  he 
was  going  home,  and  this  drunk  came  on  his  side  (of  the 
road)  and  hit  him  on  the  side  and  killed  him  instantly. 
And  the  kid  that  was  with  him,  just  kind  of  had  a  broken 
arm. 

That  was  between  here  (Healdsburg)  and  Geyserville? 

No,  it  was  in  Windsor.  I  think  it  was  fate.  Because  the  kid 
that  was  with  him,  nothing  happened  to  him.  And  him,  it 
killed  him,  I  guess  it  was  his  fate.  I  didn't  used  to  believe 
in  fate,  but  I've  seen  so  many  things  happen,  that — like 
you  see  that  airplane,  a  year  or  two  ago,  three  maybe,  the 
airplane  went  down  and  the  only  one  that  was  saved  was 
the  little  child,  cause  the  mother  was  on  it.  Now  that  child 
was  not  suppose  to  die.  So  there  you  are.  It's  fate. 

Do  you  have  any  idea  why  the  Bagnani  family  came  to 
Geyserville? 

The  Bagnanis  always  bought  grapes.  His  (Bill's)  uncle,  the 
uncle  was  up  here  buying  grapes.  And  they  wanted  a 
winery.  They  found  this  winery.  It  was  very  cheap  at  the 
time.  So  they  came  up.  They  were  very,  very  interested  in 
wine. 

Came  up  from  where? 

From  San  Francisco.  They  had  the  Four  Monks  Wine 
Vinegar  in  San  Francisco.  They  had  a  thing  with  vinegar, 
so  they  came  up  to  get  a  piece  of  (land).  This  winery,  I 
guess,  at  the  time  it  was  high,  but  they  got  it  for  a  song. 
Just  like  when  we  bought  the  John  Rose  house,  you  see 
what  a  the  beautiful  home  it  is. 

We  bought  it,  they  wanted  $25,000.  And  you  know  it  was 
such  a  hard  time  to  get  it,  and  now  what  would  they  give 
for  it! 
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You  mentioned  here,  Ciatti? 

You  remember  Caesar? 

I  do  remember  Caesar. 

Dora  Ciatti  is  there  (in  family  genealogical  chart).  Dora 
Bagnani  Ciatti,  Lillian's  sister-in-law)  That's  his  mother. 

And  her  son  was  Caesar.  I  went  to  school  with  him.  He 
was  a  senior  or  a  junior  when  I  was  a  freshman. 

Did  he  have  any  brothers  or  sisters? 

Oh,  yes,  Ciatti,  Joe  was  his  brother,  and  Rosalee  was  his 
sister. 

What  was  Dora's  maiden  name? 

She  was  Bagnani. 

Oh,  of  course.  And  was  Ciatti  a  local  family? 

No,  they  were  from  San  Francisco.  His  first  name  was 
Fred,  Fred  Ciatti. 

Do  you  have  any  idea  when  Dora  was  born? 

See,  she  is  supposed  to  be  older  than  Dan,  Dante.  I'm  not 
sure,  she's  either  one  or  two  years  older  than  Dante. 

Okay,  so  she  would  have  been  born  in  either  1910  or  1911. 

No,  not  1910,  because  that's  when  my  brother  Louie  (was 
born),  and  she's  older  then  he  was.  She  was  older  than 
Louie. 

1909. 

Maybe,  that  would  be  more  like  it. 

And  she  was  the  oldest? 

Now,  yes,  but  they  had  an  older  sister,  but  she  died.  She 
was  the  main  secretary  and  bookkeeper,  and  she  died. 

And  then  Dante  would  have  been  third.  What  was  the 
older  sister's  name? 
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Eva. 

So  first  was  Eva,  then  Dora — 

— then  Dan.  In  between,  they  had  one  little  fellow  that  got 
killed.  He  hurt  himself,  and  he  got  killed.  I  don't  know — 
We  used  to  have  his  picture  in  the  attic,  but  I  don't  know 
where  he  stood. 

Then  Bill  was  next — 

— Norma  was  last. 

Norma  was  last — plus  the  baby. 

Yeah,  I  don't  know  where  he  was. 

A  boy? 

Yes,  I'm  sure  he  was  older  than  Bill,  but  I  can't  say  where 
he  fitted.  Cause  like  I  said,  if  I  was  like  your  father  and 
my  father-in-law,  I  think  that  I  would  have  that,  but  I'm 
not  that  kind. 

Well,  they  had  enough  children.  Did  Norma  marry? 

No,  Norma  never  married,  she  has  a  man  friend,  but  that 
is  it. 

And  she's  still  alive.  Where  does  she  live? 

Oh  yes,  she  was  here  for  Christmas.  She  lives  in  Filmore 
in  San  Francisco.  She  has  a  nice  (home). 

They  were  born  in  San  Francisco  and  they're  still  there. 
No,  Dan  now  he  lives  in  San  Rafael.  And  Dora  lives  in 
Mountain  View. 

And  Dante's  wife's  name  is? 

Geneva. 

And  she's  not  local. 

No,  she  was  from  San  Francisco. 

Is  that  the  one  they  call  Dan?  Harry  told  me  about 
someone  they  call  Dan.  He  comes  up  once  in  a  while. 
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Yes,  he  comes  up  for  everything.  He  talks  at  the  Chamber. 
Millie's,  she's  the  one  I  think  that  asks  him. 

What  does  he  do  for  a  living? 

He  works,  at  75.  He  works.  See,  we  had  this  winery  that  is 
like  a  vinegar  plant.  When  Dan  sold,  he  sold  it  to  Joe  that 
was  Dora's  son,  the  second  one.  When  he  (Joe)  sold,  he 
made  five  million,  that  kid  there,  poor  guy  I  feel  so  sorry 
for  him.  Of  course,  I  don't  like  him  in  a  way.  He  broke 
with  his  first  wife,  and  she  was  such  a  sweetheart.  They 
only  had  one  child,  Joey.  He  was  such  sweet  kid — in 
everything — he  played  ball.  And  he  died  from  cancer  at 
fifteen.  It  just  killed  me.  How  unfair,  how  unfair!  See  the 
fellow  has  sold  the  business  for  five  million,  and  there's 
nothing  he  can  do.  He  loses  his  son.  So  money,  we  need  it, 
but  sometimes  it — 

What  does  Caesar  do? 

Caesar  works  for,  it  isn't  Bethlehem  Steel,  is  it  U.S.  Steel? 
And  he's  way  up  in  it.  When  they  lay  people  off,  but  him 
he's  never  laid  off.  And  you  know  what  he  also  had?  They 
went  into  his  heart  and  it  came  out  really  good,  and  he 
went  back  to  work.  He's  planning  on  retiring  and  then 
hell  come  back  to  California. 

Where  does  he  live? 

Right  now,  (chuckles)  (looks  in  address  book) 

Out  of  California — 

All  the  time,  he  always  moves,  he  was  in  Ohio.  I  must 
have  his  address,  cause  I  sent  him  a  card.  Caesar's  son 
came  over  to  work  for  Joe  when  he  had  our  business, 
when  Dan  sold  it  to  him.  And  he  lives  in  Mill  Valley,  also. 
Oh,  I  got  it — Miami  Blues  Drive,  Mont,  Ohio.  He's 
in  Ohio  (Caesar). 

When  was  the  winery  sold  to  Schlitz? 

When  we  sold,  Norma  and  I  went  to  Alaska.  And  if  you 
ask  me,  I  don't  know  how  many  years  it  is.  I  just  don't 
remember. 


Davis: 


How  long  have  you  lived  in  this  house? 
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Well,  this  is  eleven  years,  but  we  lived  up  there,  up  there 
after,  maybe  that  will  help — five  years  after  we  sold. 

So  you've  lived  here  eleven,  and  that  will  be  sixteen. 

It's  about  eighteen  years. 

Okay,  eighteen  years  ago.  So  that  would  be  about  1970? 

I  think  so. 

About  1970  and  18  would  be  1988.  So  it  would  be  about 
1970. 

So,  you  did  say  that  the  Bagnanis  did  build  some  Mexican 
housing? 

Oh,  yes.  There  were  some  nice  long  (buildings) — You 
never  saw  it,  when  as  you  drove  on  Canyon  Road?  They 
had  some  nice  (buildings)  it  had  everything — showers  and 
everything. 

That  would  have  been  in  the  40's. 

Yes,  there  was  a  war,  World  War  II.  You  know  in  World 
War  II — Cooking  at  pictures) 

Who  were  some  of  the  people  that  used  to  work  at  the 
winery  for  Bill? 

There  were  so  many. 

Just  a  few?  Soldavini? 

Oh,  he  worked  for  us  until  he  retired. 

What  was  his  first  name? 

Steve. 

Who  else  worked  for  the  winery? 

My  brother  Louie  worked  for  us  some.  (Right  now,  off  the 
top  of  my  head,  I  can't  think  of — )  John,  that  has  that 
welding  shop  here  in  town  now — John  Bailey,  John  Bailey 
worked  there.  Albi,  of  course,  he  was  like  a  foreman. 
There  were  others,  my  brother  Luke,  there  were  others, 
not  too  many,  but  others... 
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What  did  the  winery  produce? 
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Produced  wine,  then  we  sent  it  down  below.  First,  we 
made  wine  up  here,  you  know  where  the  winery  is?  Then, 
they  would  send  it  to  John  Rose  Winery. 

You're  talking  about  across  the  highway  (101)? 

Yes,  you  know  John  Rose  Winery.  We  had,  what  they  call 
cavitator,  it's  a  big  machine  that  they  put  together — they 
come  from  Germany.  If  Dan  was  here,  Dan  would  be  a 
good  one,  what  would  explain  this  one  here,  he  knew 
everything,  and  my  brother  Albi,  he  helped  put  them  up. 
He  used  to  work  there.  The  wine  was  made  into  vinegar. 
And  then  the  big  tank  trucks  from  San  Francisco  used  to 
come  up  and  pick  it  up  and  take  it  to  the  City  and  bottle 
it.  The  bottling  department  was  down  there  on 
Montgomery  Street  in  San  Francisco. 

That  was  vinegar? 

That's  right.  Yes. 

Did  you  make  only  vinegar? 

That's  right.  Wine  and  we  turned  it  into  vinegar.  And  we 
sold  it  down  there  and  they  made  it  into  different 
dressings  and  things,  that  way.  And  when  Joe  (Ciatti) 
bought  it,  that's  the  nephew  I  said — he  bought  other 
things,  and  he  sold  the  business  for  five  million.  But  Dan 
is  still  working  for  them.  They  want  somebody  to  go  talk, 
he's  very  good  at  that.  He's  always  on  the  radio.  And  then 
he's  working  for  Joe,  Joe  is  in  Mill  Valley.  He  is  a — broker, 
he  buys  wine  for  wineries  and  sells  it  to  different  (places). 
And  that's  where  Caesar's  son,  his  nephew,  works  for  him. 

And  what  was  the  name  of  the  vinegar? 

Four  Monks  Wine  Vinegar. 

So  Dan  really  has  two  jobs  now,  works  for  two  places. 
Dan,  he's  retired  but  he  really  works  for  both  of  them — for 
what  used  to  be  our  vinegar  plant,  but  now  it's  a  bigger 
corporation  the  Orientals  bought  it.  And  works  for  Joe, 
different  (?)  and  different  things.  And  Wednesdays  he's 
off. 


Davis: 


Tell  me  a  bit  about  Bill. 
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My  husband? 


Davis: 

Bagnani: 
Davis: 

Bagnani: 

Davis: 

Bagnani: 

Davis: 

Bagnani: 
Davis: 


Yes,  you  say  that  he  was  interested  in  golf,  was  quite  a 
sportsman,  that  he  coached  the  girl's  baseball  team  long 
ago. 

The  Glamorettes. 

Did  he  do  anything  with  sports  after  you  were  married? 
Did  he  coach  any  other  teams? 

No,  he  used  to  go  play  golf.  He  loved  to  play  golf.  He  didn't 
coach  anymore. 

Harry  said  that  he  did  a  lot  with  kids.  That  he  helped  kids 
a  lot.  Do  you  know  what  Harry  was  referring  to? 

He  helped  everybody.  Anybody  that  needed  help,  they 
asked  Bill.  My  kids  are  the  same  thing.  Everybody  when 
they  need  some  advice  or  something,  they  always  asked 
them.  Especially  my  daughter,  she  makes  me  so  mad 
sometimes.  She  always  has  something  to  do,  "I  promised 
so-and-so  to  do  this."  And  I  am  not  that  way,  I'm  sorry. 
And  you  know,  Bill  was  the  same,  anyone  that  needed 
help  he  would  help.  So  I  don't  know  what  Harry  means 
(specifically)  by  helping  kids. 

I  didn't  know  whether  he  was  involved  in  some  specific 
groups  or  something  with  children.  He  was  part  of  the 
Kiwanis  Club,  right? 

Oh,  yes. 

And  he  was  really  active  in  the  Kiwanis  Club.  Was  he 
active  in  other  organizations? 

They  had  this  wine,  was  in  the  taxpayer  association,  he 
was  in  many  different  things. 

But  Kiwanis,  he  was  really  active  in  that. 

Oh,  yes. 

And  I  understand  that  they  have  a  scholarship,  a  high 
school  senior  scholarship  from  the  Kiwanis — 

Yes,  this  year  I  think  your  niece — 

Oh,  Rachel  got  it? 
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Yes,  wasn't  her  picture  in  the  paper? 

Yes,  she  got  a  scholarship,  I  don't  remember  which  one. 

You  know,  they  had  her  picture  in  the  paper.  They  had 
omitted  Rose,  so  I  called  them.  Every  year  I  sent  them 
some  money. 

For  the  scholarship? 

Yes,  yes.  And  they  had  put  the  name — Dan  told  me,  cause 
I  don't  have  the  paper. 

And  Harry  told  me  that  there  were  a  couple  of  other 
family  members  that  contribute  to  this  scholarship. 

I  am  the  one.  Dan  and  Norma  did  it  for  awhile.  Then  we 
had  kind  of  lost  track.  I  don't  go  to  the  graduation,  I 
should,  the  high  school  graduation,  and  so  I  talked — I 
don't  think  they  are  giving  them  anymore,  so  then  I  was 
talking  to  Zunino,  you  know  Zunino,  she  is  my  dentist's — I 
go  to  [Pam]  Everson — secretary,  and  she  said,  "Oh, 
Bagnani,  my  husband  is  a  Kiwanian,  and  he  gave  (the 
scholarship)."  And  I  said,  "Oh,  do  they  still  give  it?"  So  I 
sent  them  a  hundred  dollars.  You  see,  they  have  so  many 
other  people  (to  help),  like  Dan  has  two  retarded  kids,  and 
they  give  so  much  to  (ARCS).  And  now  they  made  a 
scholarship  for  that  kid  that  died  to  cancer,  Joey.  So  I 
don't  think  they  give  it  anymore,  but  I  do,  I  want  to  give 
$100  every  year  for  that. 

And  the  Kiwanis  gives  money  for  that. 

Oh,  yes.  Yes,  they  do.  But  I  like  to  give  a  $100.  It  doesn't 
hurt  me  to  give  a  $100. 

I  give  to  others,  but  you  know  there's  a  limit  to  everybody 
how  much  you  can  give.  My  daughter  and  I  can't  give  to 
everybody.  Sometimes  we  get  as  much  as  thirty  letters 
from  people  that  need  it.  I  feel  sorry.  Like  this  year  we 
went  all  out  for  these  people  that  are  on  the  street.  But  I 
told  my  kids,  you  work  hard  for  your  money.  I  know  that 
they  are  there  on  the  street,  but  how  much  can  we  give? 
How  much  can  we  give,  cause  we  don't  want  our  selves, 
you  give,  give  and  finally  you  are  out  there  on  the  street. 

But  the  scholarship  is  named  after  Bill,  right,  it's  called 
the  William — 
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Right,  it's  called  the  Bill  Bagnani  Scholarship. 

What  else  can  you  tell  me  about  Bill?  You  never  knew  him 
until — well,  you  never  knew  him  as  a  kid.  Because  he 
wasn't  living  here. 

Oh,  no.  I  met  him  after — and  he  was  married  before,  very 
young. 

Any  children? 

Oh,  no.  I  met  him  after  he  had  moved  up  here.  And  he  was 
a  very  nice  (person),  Dan  is  the  same,  they  are  very  good 
people.  Like  to  me.  All  the  sadness  I  had,  they  are  like  my 
family.  Anything  I  need,  the  sister  Norma,  she's  so  good  to 
me.  She's  so  good  to  the  kids.  They  have  been  so  good.  I 
lost  my  husband  when  the  kids  were  small.  The  only  bad 
thing  was  that  they  didn't  have  a  father.  But  otherwise,  I 
didn't  need  anything,  I  had  everything. 

How  old  were  they  when  he  died?  They  were  still  young? 

Oh,  God.  Bobby  was  about  eight  years  old,  they  were 
going  to  school  at  the  elementary  school.  It's  sad,  it's  very 
sad.  A  mother  can  do,  I  did  my  very  best,  but  it's  just 
impossible  (to  make  up  for  loss  of  a  father).  And,  of  course, 
my  brothers,  the  uncles  were  always  there,  and  Dan  when 
he  came  up — but  it's  not  the  same! 

Did  you  live  in  Geyserville — were  you  still  living  in 
Geyserville  when  he  died? 

I  always  lived  in  Geyserville  in  the  big  house,  until  eleven 
years  ago. 

And  he  died  in  1966. 

He  had  a  heart  attack  and  they  took  him  to  the  hospital 
and  he  was  doing  fine,  so  he  came  home.  But  the  doctor 
didn't  check  him,  I  think  they  gave  him  too  much,  I  think 
they  were  called  Conderole  (?),  they  were  little  white  pills 
to  make  your  blood  (thin),  and  also  in  World  War  II  he  got 
a  bullet,  and  it  was  still  in  him.  And  he  didn't  know.  But 
the  doctor  x-rayed  him,  he  was  in  the  hospital  at  the  time, 
they  found  he  still  had  a  bullet  in  him. 


Davis: 


Where  was  he  in  World  War  II? 
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Right,  it's  called  the  Bill  Bagnani  Scholarship. 

What  else  can  you  tell  me  about  Bill?  You  never  knew  him 
until — well,  you  never  knew  him  as  a  kid.  Because  he 
wasn't  living  here. 

Oh,  no.  I  met  him  after — and  he  was  married  before,  very 
young. 

Any  children? 

Oh,  no.  I  met  him  after  he  had  moved  up  here.  And  he  was 
a  very  nice  (person),  Dan  is  the  same,  they  are  very  good 
people.  Like  to  me.  All  the  sadness  I  had,  they  are  like  my 
family.  Anything  I  need,  the  sister  Norma,  she's  so  good  to 
me.  She's  so  good  to  the  kids.  They  have  been  so  good.  I 
lost  my  husband  when  the  kids  were  small.  The  only  bad 
thing  was  that  they  didn't  have  a  father.  But  otherwise,  I 
didn't  need  anything,  I  had  everything. 

How  old  were  they  when  he  died?  They  were  still  young? 

Oh,  God.  Bobby  was  about  eight  years  old,  they  were 
going  to  school  at  the  elementary  school.  It's  sad,  it's  very 
sad.  A  mother  can  do,  I  did  my  very  best,  but  it's  just 
impossible  (to  make  up  for  loss  of  a  father).  And,  of  course, 
my  brothers,  the  uncles  were  always  there,  and  Dan  when 
he  came  up — but  it's  not  the  same! 

Did  you  live  in  Geyserville — were  you  still  living  in 
Geyserville  when  he  died? 

I  always  lived  in  Geyserville  in  the  big  house,  until  eleven 
years  ago. 

And  he  died  in  1966. 

He  had  a  heart  attack  and  they  took  him  to  the  hospital 
and  he  was  doing  fine,  so  he  came  home.  But  the  doctor 
didn't  check  him,  I  think  they  gave  him  too  much,  I  think 
they  were  called  Conderole  (?),  they  were  little  white  pills 
to  make  your  blood  (thin),  and  also  in  World  War  II  he  got 
a  bullet,  and  it  was  still  in  him.  And  he  didn't  know.  But 
the  doctor  x-rayed  him,  he  was  in  the  hospital  at  the  time, 
they  found  he  still  had  a  bullet  in  him. 
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In  the  Philippines.  That  didn't  do  him  any  good. 

Did  you  have  any  idea  that  he  had  heart  trouble? 

No.  He  always  worked  quite — up  here — quite  hard.  As  I 
said,  he'd  go  out  and  play  golf  when  he  could.  But  we 
weren't — even  the  Bagnanis  were  having  kind  of  a  hard 
time,  at  the  time. 

Financially. 

Yes,  certainly.  And  so  that's  the  story. 

What  can  you  think  of  that  you  might  think  would  be 
interesting  to  know?  Something  about  your  childhood? 
Your  life  with  Bill?  We've  certainly  skimmed  over  this 
very  fast. 

My  childhood  didn't  have  much  besides  working.  I  used  to 
work,  in  our  own  land,  picking  grapes  and  things  even  on 
the  big  hills,  my  mother  and  I  always  did  it,  and  my 
brothers.  Afterwards  we  would  go  as  far  as  Lytton  Springs 
picking  hops  to  get  our  clothes  for  school.  And  I  worked 
with  men  that  were  getting  25  cents  an  hour  to  pick 
prunes,  and  I  was  the  only  woman. 

An  hour? 

Twenty-five  cents  an  hour.  I  remember  that  my  life  has 
been  a  lot  of  work,  a  lot  of  work. 

They  grew  hops  around  Lytton? 

Oh,  yes,  around,  where  they  have  now  that  nursery 
[mushroom  farm  compost  pile  on  Hasset  Lane]  that  had 
the  fire.  The  Peterson  Hop  Yard,  and  there  was  also  the 
Grace  Hop  Yard.  We  used  to  go,  oh,  yes,  every  year,  so 
that  we  could  have  money  for  our  clothes.  We  couldn't  get 
clothes  with  what  we  had  at  home.  You  know  the  little  we 
got  at  home,  you  remember  what  grapes  used  to  cost? 
They  didn't  want  it  or — 

So  you  picked  prunes  for  other  people? 

Oh,  yes. 

Before  the  grapes  got  ripe. 

Prunes  and  hops — oh,  you  bet. 
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Which  were  ripe  first,  prunes  or  hops? 

Prunes  were  ripe  first. 

And  then  hops  and  then  grapes. 

Yes.  Well,  grapes  was  the  last,  of  course. 

Did  you  have  any  other  kids  you  played  with  besides  your 
own  family? 

We  were  there  at  home.  We  were  a  big  family.  A  big 
family  is  good  for  that  reason.  You  don't  have  much,  but  at 
least  you  have  each  other,  companionship.  And  through 
the  years,  you  have  each  other.  A  lot  of  times,  believe  me, 
if  I  didn't  have  these  brothers  of  mine  I  would  have  gone 
crazy,  those  two  that  aren't  married  yet,  the  others  are 
nice,  but — when  you  are  married  you  have  your  family, 
but  those  two  there  did  so  much  for  me.  And  then  on  his 
side  too,  his  family's  good  to  me.  I  had  them  for 
Christmas.  Thanksgiving  was  for  my  family,  my  mother, 
we  had  this  long,  long  table.  And  Christmas  was  his 
family.  But  now,  at  Thanksgiving,  I  only  have  my  two 
brothers  that  aren't  married,  there  were  just  the  five  of 
us.  We  had  a  nice  time,  when  my  brothers  come,  we 
always  have  a  nice  time.  August  is  the  cook,  he  cooks  so, 
so  marvelous. 

I  wonder  why  they  never  married? 

Well,  that's  a  good  question.  Now,  like  I  said,  my  brother 
Luke  takes  this  woman  out.  He  was  going  with  her  before 
my  son  got  killed,  for  eight  or  nine  years.  But  to  him,  he 
wants  to  be  independent.  She's  a  good  person.  She  works 
at  the  hospital.  "But  why  do  you  have  to  go  fishing  today?" 
So  they  are  good  friends  and  he  takes  her  dancing  every 
week,  they  both  love  to  dance.  And  he  takes  her  out  to  eat, 
and  when  she  needs  something,  like  if  the  car  won't  start. 
She  works  at  the  hospital  it's  not  too  far,  she  can  walk. 
But  if  the  car  don't  start,  she  calls  him,  and  he  comes 
down.  He  does  a  lot  of  things  for  her,  but  to  be  married  is 
a  different  story.  I  can  see  it.  I  can  see  it.  If  you  are  young, 
you  get  married  to  have  kids.  But  after  a  certain  age,  it's 
up  to  you — the  way  you  think — really! 


Davis: 


I  agree.  So  Thanksgivings  were  always  your  family? 
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Bagnani:  Yes.  We  used  to  have  the  big  table.  But  now  only  the  two, 

cause  Albi  does  his  own,  and  she  (his  wife)  has  also  kids! 
And  they  have  theirs.  Henry's  down  in  Hayward  and  he 
has  his  too,  so  that  is  it.  We  have  a  small  gathering.  And 
Christmas,  Dan  and  his  wife  came  up  and  their  two 
children.  They're  both  retarded.  (And  Norma  slept  here.) 
They  didn't  sleep  here.  Then  Easter,  we  had  another 
Bagnani,  he's  just  a  cousin,  but  the  kids  always  thought  of 
him  as  uncle  and  aunt  and  they  sleep  here.  But  otherwise 
we  don't  have  too  many. 

End  of  Tape. 
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